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THE ISSUE.

"Dn not make the mistake of Imagin¬
ing that the great Issue betöre the peo¬
ple of Virginia is whether or not ihe
Work of a Constitutional Convention
Khali be submitted to the votcra for
ratification. It is whether or not there
shall be a Constitutional Convention."
.Norfolk Landmark.
So? It is Interesting to learn, from

our contemporary, that It Is of no im¬
portance that the people of Virginia
should have n voice In the adoption of j
their Constitution. It had not been
the general impression that Virginia
had progressed quite so far on the
royal high road to an oligarchy that
she must take her supreme law ready
made from the hands of agents, with¬
out being permitted to say whether
or not cho likes It.
"The Issue," says our contemporary,

"is not whether the work of the con¬
vention shall be submitted to a vote of
the people." The convention is the
thing: "ihe people be d.nd." It is a

new Constitution that is wanted; a
convention-tinkered Constitution, It
does nut matter what kind of Consti¬
tution it Is, or whether tne people of
Virginia want It. There nr<; only two
requisites: that it shall be new, and
shall hear the Convention hall-mark
and benediction. It may have other
hall-marks, the hall-marks of men and
corporations with nx<-.< to grind; but
that Is not worth considering. It is
not an "issue." The people arc not an

"Issue;" not even a side Issue. What
business ta it of theirs? Their duty is
to take what the "Contention" gives
them, and be thankful that it Is new.
And yet the men who are to fashion

this Constitution will be "office-hold¬
ers," and the "office-holders," our con¬

temporary alleges, are conspiring
ngalnst the welfare of Virginia. The
men who have been chosen to public
office In Virginia and who have been,
all of them for months, some of them
for years, under the eyes of their con¬
stituents, are banded together (we are
told) to despoil the State through the
present Constitution. Yet other
men, unknown men as yet, untried men
maybe, arc to be trusted to frame a
new Constitution: are to be trusted so
Implicitly that there in even no issue
as to whether the people (--hall he per¬
mitted to review their work! Elect a
man ShcriiT. or Justice of the Peace, or
County Clerk, and he becomes a
6coundrel, wo are told, who conspires
against his State; elect him a mem¬
ber of a Convention to amend I lie Con¬
stitution and he becomes wise and good
beyond the possibility of wrong or of
error.
The "great Issue" before the people

Of Virginia it? not that they shall have
ti new Constitution, or an amended
Constitution, but that they shall have
a Constitution which Kill safe-guard
equally every interest of the (Rate; a
Constitution that will not Impose un¬

just burdens on the people, or grant
special privileges. The only way by
which this can be guaranteed is by a

submission of the proposed Constitu¬
tion to a vote of the people. There
can be no issue greater than this he-
fore the people of any self-governing
Commonwealth, because it is of the
very essence of self-government in its
highest, mid yet in ils simplest, form.

It is no Indictment of Hie men who
are to compose the prop scd conven¬
tion to May that they should red be
left to fashion a Constitution that
shall he law without a ratification by
the people. A Constitution Is of
Euch supreme importance that not to
take so plain a precaution ngalnst mis¬
takes as a submission of its terms to a

popular vote Is to bo criminally negli¬
gent.
The whole people know best what Is

suited to their needs. It Is their right
to have the last word In this matter,
und there can be no Infringement of It
with eafety. Let them be on their
guard, none the less, lest this be done;
for that there are those who desire it
is plain.

GUNPOWDER AS A CIVILIZER.

The trouble that England, a world
power, Is having in crushing the two
small Boer republics of South Africa
wilt not fall to be suggestive to those
who have followed the development of
"the art and science of war.

It is pretty clear that if we still had
the day of the battle axe and battering
ram with us. the war by this would be
over and Presidents Kruger and Steyn
would be keeping the redoubtable Cron-
je company at St. Helena. The English
would have smashed the Boers by mere
brute force. If the issue had rested on
a hand to hand contest; for one man is
not a match for live in that kind of
warfare where 'there is little difference
in the courage of the one and the five.
But the Mauser has put a different

face on tho situation. The man behind
it does not have to contend hand to
hand with bis live enemies. Ho gets on
the lee side of a rock and shoots at the
live, at his leisure, and experience in
tlio Boer war has shown that where be
knows how to shoot, the chances arc
all that lie will be able to drop one or
two of his enemies before they can
reach him. If they charge up in front,
as they arc frequently compelled to do.
As actual tests have shown no army,
however brave, will stand that sort of
slaughter. The advantage is all with the
army Hint Is acting on the defensive,
and It Is so enormous that a rmall body
of courageous men, firing from a con-
coaled position can hold a vastly larger
body of men at bay, through effective¬
ness of modern arms. Thus 7,000 Boers,
according to Hon. "Webster Davis, kept
General White from marching out of
Ladysmlth with 15,000 men to join Gen.
Butler, and Butler from marching in
with 25J100 to Join White.
The tendency of the ever increasing

efficiency of modern weapons of war-

fan; is to minimize the advantage of
mere preponderance of numbers. There
does not appear to have been such a

material Increase In the mere destruc-
tiveness of war as was expected and
predicted from the use of long range
arms and high explosives. But this Is
duo to tho mere fact that the combat¬
ants, dvotd exposure and fight at great¬
er Intervals. It is possible to charge and
take trenches still, but It does not pay,
and strategy has to be employed in-
stead. The nature of warfare lias
changed, and the change Is to the ad¬
vantage of right, rather than might.
The end of war. If we may judge from

the struggle In South Africa, is likely
to come, not so much through man's
im reaslng abhorrence of human slaugh¬
ter, (though that will play a part) as

through the great disadvantage at

v.hlch modern arms place the attacking
nation. War is becoming too costly, and
the issue' too uncertain. Large nations
can no longer afford to attack small
notions, if the latter are prepared for
resistance. The chances are all that
England will have lost more men be¬
fore Roberts reaches Pretoria than
there are Boers In the ranks.
An enlightened public sentiment holds

war In increasing detestation; that will
help to make war Impossible. But the
modern gun Is the strongest anti-war
argument. Man's inventive genius has
outrun his humanitarian sentiments In
development. Mechanical, not ethical,
p:ogress Is the great pacific factor of
present day civilization, though both
contribute to the same end. If peace
had to wait on the elimination of man's
tl< sire to light, of his love of mnrtlal
glory, of his selfish desire to take nd-
vnr.'tnge of bis neighbor, it would wait
I, ng. Bui the modern weapon, In an

enemy's hand, appeals powerfully to
that same selfishness, and throws its
weight In the scale for peace.
When some wizard of Inventive geni¬

us has given us a contrivance with
which one man. concealed on a Kopje,
can annihilate companies, regiments,
brigades, and whole armies, we shall
see the finish of war. Gunpowder, elec¬
tricity, or some other destructive mat¬
ter will then be the real ally of Gospel.
the Gospel of peace, if hot of good will.

WAR OR INSURRECTION?

Any one seeking proof thai the Presi¬
dent wilfully misrepresented ami mis¬
interpreted existing conditions when
he publicly disavowed Imperialism, may
find It in the struggle lit the Philip¬
pines.
The administration ir- pleased to

speak of the "domestic insurrection" in
the Philippines, and t" hold that the
United States is at Donee with a'l the!
world. The Filipinos are described as

"rebels." "Insurgents," not enemies.
We are endeavoring to maintain and
restore pence and order In one of our

insular possessions, they allege.
Let us miss over th" distinctly Im¬

perialistic principle involved In this
contention, apparently unnoticed by tho
President's defenders, and the asinine
inconsistency wlilch cnlis Filipino sym¬
pathizers "traitors," when the Consti¬
tution expressly declares that treason
shall consist only in levying war

against the United States or in adher¬
ing to ihelr "enemies," and examine
the real character of this so-called In¬
surrection.
The light began wh'ti we had not yet

acquired any title t<> the Philippines
and claimed no Jurisdiction save in
Manila city and bay. It began two
days before -the Paris treaty (under
which we claim title), was ratified by
our Senate, and several weeks before

the Spanish Cortes acted upon It. The
Filipinos had at that time an estab-
lished government under a claim oC In¬
dependence, which controlled the
greater portion of the Islands- Accord¬
ing to Otis, we began the tiring. From
that time until now we have been the
aggressors. The Filipinos have never
recognized our sovereignty nor given
their consent to be governed by us,
and there is no truth whatever In the
pretence that they owe our government
allegiance.
Now. when the'tight began the Fili¬

pinos were either Spanish subjects or
an Independent nation. Therefore no
one can make the silly claim that piior
to the dual ratification of the treaty,
this light was an Insurrection. Tt was
a war. not In self-defence, but aggres¬
sively waged, ngalnst a foreign nation,
or the subjects of a foreign nation,
with which we were at peace under
a peace protocol. When the treaty be¬
came effective what was the situation?
We continued the wnr.a war of con¬
quest.against cither an independent
people, or a subject people whom wo
had bought, against their will, for two
dollars a head. Never having acknowl¬
edged their subjection to us, or done
any act of allegiance. It is impossible
to conceive by what mystical process
they became transformed Into "rebel¬
lious subjects." And clearly, even on
this, tlie administration theory, we are
an empire, having subject peoples.
But the point we more particularly

desire to note is in reference to the im¬
perialistic conduct of the President.
Only Congress can declare war. Con¬
gress has never declared war against
the Filipinos; nor recognized a state of
war. Yet William McKinley precipi¬
tated and pressed a -war of conquest
prior to the ratification of the treaty,
and has continued it since that ratifica¬
tion, lie buys a nation, proceeds to
conquer it, then coerces the Senate into
confirming the purchase; then con¬
tinues his war nf conquest, institutes a
government with himself as autocrat,
and In open defiance of the Constitu¬
tion, from which he derives all his
powers; and then gives us a few catch
phrases to gag our mouths, opened in
amazement. Could the Czar of the
Russins do more?
Yet we are told by this man: "There

can be no Imperialism."

The decision of Judge Brown, of New
York, 1he effect of which has been to
shield the .alleged accomplices of Capt.
Oberlln M. Carter in the theft of some
millions from the government, adds an¬
other unsavory chapter to the unsa¬
vory history of that crime. The post¬
master who steals a one dollar bill
from a registered letter, or the silly
burglar who takes to the manufacture
of five cent, pieces, Is hust' a olt to pri¬
son without ceremony. Rut the man
who stole millions was convicted with
the greatest difficulty, failed of Execu¬
tive clemency only because of public
Indignation. AND IS NOW OUT ON
BAIL. PENDING THE HEARING OF
SOME TECHNICALITY, WHILE HIS
ACCOMPLICES CAN NOT EVEN BE
ARRESTED, BECAUSE THEY ARE
SHIELDED BY A FEDERAL JITDCK.

"Tricky." "dishonest." "dishonora¬
ble." "disgraceful midnight tactics,"
"unscrupulous partisans" are a few live
coals which we have extracted with the
aid of a pair of tongs from the red-
hot resolutions of the convention of H.
Clny Evans' faction of the Republican
party in Chattanooga; and it was not
the Democrats who were roasted.

Admiral Dewey says he Is hanking on
tlie desire of hundreds of thousands of
his fellow countrymen to break away
from 'the old parties. In view of the
fact that there are already about 17
new parties that arc depending upon
this same alleged and illusory longing,
the Admiral is likely to have some
competition even in that fir-Id.

The terrible destruction of life and
property by the breaking of the dam
in the Colorado river at Austin. Texas,
Is a rather severe Indictment of Ameri¬
can Englneeing, The dam was consid¬
ered one of the finest of Its kind in the
country, yet it was swept away like
pasteboard by the Hood.

It Is a little difficult for a plain, ordi¬
nary, honest-minded citizen to under¬
stand how "our pain duty" demanded
by "Justice and good faith" lias in
three months become a "brutal propo¬
sition?"

Couldn't Salisbury persuade Hay to
score another diplomatic triumph by
duplicating In the Persian GiiK his
Chinese "open door" racket? It always
delights the American people to score a
point ngalnst the C;;::r far John Lull.

Th» dog-muzzling business in the
District <".f Columbia is finding few
champions in the United States Senate.
That distinguished body never falls to
shy at anything resembling a muzzle.

A British officer in South Africa de¬
scribes Butler's strategy as "blundering
back and forth along the Tugela." This
is a mean attempt to deprive a famous
ferryman of his laurels.

The Alabama Populists have grabbed
up the dispensary issue, and are pre¬
paring to add a dash of Tom Johnson's
definition to an already complicated
situation.

The Inhabitants of tlie Danish West
Indies are objecting to being bough:
and sold. It looks like we were about
to invest 14,000.000 hi another small
bunch of rebels.

The Hon. Ignatius Donnelly says the
mlddle-uf-the-rond Pops may nominate
Dewey. It is up to the woman's suf-
fragists.

If Porto Rlcan free trade would ben¬
efit only the trusts, as the Republicans
contend, why Is the tariff bill limited to
only two years?

Wasn't that eminently typical Dem¬
ocrat, the Hon. William D. Bynum,
even Invited to that Brooklyn anti-
Bryan banquet?

Is the Hon. Webster Davis preparing
the way for Mac to give the lion's tall a

real good twist along about the end of
October?

Turkey having slipped out of his
paws with the loss of a few feathers,
the Bear will postpone his feast a trifle
longer.

The Dublin corporation made it very
plain /that It takes more than a royal
visit to bridge over the chasm between
Irish affection and British oppression.
The battle of the sexes in Beat'.Ie.

Kan., resulted hi the shedding of little
blood, but many tears.

Chairman Jones will miss a lot of fun
if he doesn't accept that invitation to
tho'Brooklyn anti-Bryan dinner.

These French dolls are talking about
duels as seriously as though they were

real men.

It smells of gas again down in Dela¬
ware.

Nortis AND OPINIONS.

THANKS FOR THIS MUCH!
(Washington Post.)

General Otis has not been recalled ton
soon. We understand, of course, that,
in the polite phraseology of olTieinl life,
he Is r'emctulUly permitted to return
to the United Slates. But the fact of
itnoortance is that he Is about, to leave
Manila, and we hasten to put on record
our grateful acceptance of the new ar¬
rangement. If we have, at this happy
moment, a word to say, it must, be to
the etfect that General Otis might well
have been "permitted" to come home
twelve months ago.
Of course, we have read with pride.

at least we wanted to.the Otis bul¬
letins of the past year or more. Natu¬
rally, if we had believed them.which
we did not.we should have felt that
the glory of the Hag and the honor of
the country were in able hands. The
truth is. however, that we have seen,
even through the devices of the Manila
censor, the hollowness ami barrenness
of the Otis statement of the situation.
Despite the various proclamations <<f
decisive victory.as frequent and as
stupid as Sampson's reported an¬
nouncements of the reduction of the
Spanish defenses at Santiago in lS'.'ti.
despite fill this, it has been flagrantlyobvious, since the day Otis tool; com¬
mand in Luzon, that the Filipinos were
neither frightened nor suppressed, and
that the war. us Otis was conductingIt. would run along "forever and a
day."
Now. heaven bo thanked, he Is re¬

turning to the country of bis birth.
Any change in the Philippines must be
for the better. We are too thankful to
offer a suggestion.

SUPERIMPOSED TURRETS.
(Newport News Press.)

The esteemed Washington Post is not
yet satisfied with the tests to which
the superimposed turrets of the battle¬
ship Keoranrge have been put. and sug¬gests that it would bo a good idea to goslow before requiring thai the new bat¬
tleships recently-'authorized by Con¬
gress are equipped with this style of
turret. While it would he foolish for
the government to invest millions of
dollnrs In tin untried theory, we believe
that much of th'.> prejudice against the
turret arrangement of the Kearsarge is
due to personal reasons, rather than
to any real defects in tite system.
Practical tests have shown that none
of the pessimistic predictions regard¬ing Lieutenant Strauss' invention are
at all likely to be realized, while everyclaim set forth by the advocates of tin;
superimposed turrets seem to have
been well grounded.
One of tin: main objections of the

Post is based on the ground that none
of the captains with practical exper¬ience in the recent war have been con¬sulted in reference to the constructionof these turrets. Probably this ex¬plains most of the prejudice againstthem.

CONKT;DB11ATE FLAG DESIGNS.
(Richmond Dispatch.)

In a recent issue of the New York
Mail and Express there appeared five
designs for the permanent Hags of theConfederate States. These were drawn
by M. Fannie Whltficld, of Enfleld, N.
C. a Virginian by birth, and were byher addressed to Hon. Alex. H. Ste¬
phens. Her letter to him and the ac¬
companying drawings were found by
som.. of the Federal troops when their
army entere.) Richmond. They are now
ia the possession of Mrs. Richard T.
Ore,.no, who has an oillce in the Times
building in New Y >rU. Mr. Stephensbeing dead, we think the papers oughtto be returned to Miss Whitflekl, if she
is living.
OBSTINATE FTRST IMPRESSIONS.

(Baltimore Herald.)
The Immigration figures show thai

the downtroddi ri people of Europe stiil
regard the glorious United states aslite land of the free and the home of the
brave.

THE SURPLUS AND THE WAR TAN
(New York Journal of Commerce.)
The surplus revenue this fiscal year

will be $75,000,000. There is no country
on earth i xcepl the United States where
such a result would not be the mosl
disastrous indictment, that could be
drawn against an administration; a
moderate deficit that could he bridged
by a temporary loan would not subject
the administration to one-tenth part of
the criticism. And this European view
is substantially correct. No more
money ought '.¦> b.- taken from the tax¬
payers than is actually necessary to
carry on the government, and an ad¬
ministration that takes ST.'i.OOO.OOO toe
much a great deal worse than one
that takes live or ten millions too little;
the deficiency can be supplied Immedi¬
ately by a loan and Ultimately by in¬
creased revenue. But a surplus cannot
lie returned to the taxpayers; the near¬
est approach to K would be the pur¬
chase of bends, hut we nr.-> now in
process of replacing all the bonds that
mature soon with bonds that vvlll not
m*ture for thirty years. The reason
that a surplus looked at differently
here from what it is In Europe is that
f ir many years our national taxes have
come from Import*! spirits.' beer and
lobfl ceo. For various reasons the
greater part of the people desire to

have high taxes on these; they ap¬
prove of the taxes for their own sake;
the tax Is not simply a means of sup¬plying revenue, 'out It Is a means of
making foreign goods, beer, spirits and
tobaeeo expensive. The present situa¬
tion Is very different. We are taxingmedicines und all/ sorts of proprietaryarticles, almost every sort of businessdocument, and many occupations. No
one pretends that these taxes are Inthe Interest of anybody; they promoteneither homo industry nor the drinkingof fee water. Tlie business community,the population generally, desire to gatrid of them at the earliest possiblemoment.

I am offering unusually low rales to all
Catarrh Sufferers who begin my treat¬
ment before April Iii. 1900.
The coming 3 months arc probably the

best of the year for the treatment for
Catarrh and Cutarrhal Deafness, being
free from the extreme heat of .summer
and the cold and snows of winter. For
this reason, and because I want the pub¬
lic to notice that I have moved into' my
new ofllccs at .171 Main street, over the
"Hub," I am offering to all Catarrh Buf¬
fer« ps who begin my treatment before
April l.">, 1500. greatly reduced rates: In
fact, about one-half aiy usual prices. Can
you afford to neglect this opportunity?
Will yon let Catarrh destroy your health
when you can be cured on such favcrablo
terms? Even If you do not want to begin
treatment now call and have a talk with
me. Consultation always free.
Rem« mbor, I have moved to rooms 3

and 1. No. :>7I Main street.

Room* .1 and I No. .171 Main street, over
"The Hub." Specialties: Catarrh and all
diseases of Eye, Ear, Nose, Throat, Chest
ami Stomach.

Hours, '.' a rn. to 12:30 p. in.: 'J p. in. to
Ii ,'. m. Sunday hour!--. 10:30 a. m. to 12:30
P. in. Tuesday niglit. Thursday night and
Saturday night, 7:1.'. p. in. to 8:1S p. in.

Consultation always free. Medicines fur¬
nished. Terms always moderate Eyes
examined for glasses free of charge.

The Lilies of
Refined Taste in Jewelry

Are showin« in our

Eastertide Offerings
in many new and elegant

designs in

Rings, Pins. Brooches. Cuff Buttons
ant! Chains,

and many exquisite and handsome con-
eeit.s in BELT BUCKLES mid WAISTSETS as Easter louvcnti*. nur titock I«
of the highest onbr of workmanship and
chased beauty.
ENGRAVING AND REPAIRING a

specialty.

D. P. PAUL, Jeweler,
No. 220 Main St.. Norfolk, Va.

EOT 11 PHONICS.

PLUMBING T

Turn the right way. Don't wns'.o
money by 'heap work. Try the prac¬
tical plumbers.

Northwest corner Hani: and Washington
Streets.

New Phone 1CI0. Old Phono S.<0.
ja5-cod-ly

Ladies, Attention.
Host Baltimore Lard, Sc.
Extra nno Small Smlthflcld Hams, 15c.

'"Extra line Small Smithfleld Shoulders,
10c. per pound.
Extra lino Small Smlllb Id Bacon, 10c. lb.
Extra One Small Smlthllold Jowlcs, Sc.

per pound.
Good EOc. quality Tea. 35c. per lb.
Hcst quality Mocha and Java Coffee 30c.

'Vine California Cherries, I5e. per lit.
All brands dour. Including Plllshury's

Best, 5* and '.¦f. Bag, M.25 bhl.
12 pkg. Pcarllne and 7 Barn Octagon

goan for tOe. All other goods as low.
Come and see its.

Virginia Groceru Go.
D. PENPER PROPRIETOR.

Both 'Phones. «2. 61 & 63 Now Market PI |

172 Church Street, Near Main.

The Travellers' Outfitters.

PECIRL.
A square top canvas covered

Trunk, heavy steel clamps and
corners, steel' knees top and bot¬
tom, the best brass excelsior
lock, linen lined throughout,two
trays, iron bottom, 36 inches,

&6.SO
spectrl .

A solid leather Suit Case,steel frame, lined with Irish linen,all colors,

_S3 SO
The only complete line of Trunks

and Traveling Dags in the city.
Repairing Trunks a Specialty.

NORFOLK' TRUNK FACTORY
172 Church Streot, Near Main.

Ol.I) 'IMIÖNK. 1135.

EASTER SHOES
For little ni"ii as well 11s gentlemen, lias-
t' r Shoes for the ladies as well as the ba¬
bies. Piaster foot fashions for «"veryono.
Prices very low. Styles beautiful, quality
guaranteed, comfort assured. Dress Suit
Cases and Trunks,

u jt-^. jad^ 9

192 CHURCH STREET.
r.ed Shoe Sign, Opposite Bermuda.

W P^m
The Tie That Binds.
Carnegie nnd Prick hove become friends

.. .1. The ii- that. Mtsfc is tho almighty
nur. it 1« tie- : ¦¦nit kind of n tie that

hinds son to us, nnd JX t we hope that It
is not onlv tiie i-jonec- yon save thatbinds vc.ii to us. buttswt you appreciate
our etTorts to serve ffon with tho BEÖT
COAL that can be obtained.

Geo. W. Taylor & Co..
61 Granbv St., Norfolk. Va.

1" £-1 SS .

bOTTPP S WflEHH CO.,
'NORFOLK, VA.

WHOLESALE AND BETAIL DEALERS
.1N-

We now hove on our yard a stoclt ol
freshly mitica and choice

AiNTHRACiTri COAL.
Our customers wouiu do well to nines

theli- orders and lay in their winter sup-
ply while the coal <s dry. fresh and clean.

Pocahontas Steam Coal
& specialty. Get our prices before buying
elsewhere.

Pine and Oak Wood!
of tho very best quality on this market;
s.«wed. split and delivered ns required.
Your orders are respectfully solicited.

NORFOLK, VTA.
OLD 'PHONES, k-lH and 239.
NEW THONES. 15 sad 13»


